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Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one true 
light. May that light illuminate our hearts and shine in our words and deeds. 
May the hope, the peace, the joy, and the love represented by the birth in 

Bethlehem this night fill our lives and become part of all that we say and do. 
May we share the divine life of your son Jesus Christ, even as he humbled 

himself to share our humanity. Amen.  
 

~ By Richard J. Fairchild  

Photograph by Gregory Strong 
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Be Prepared. 
 
I’ve always loved the holiday sea-
son.  It begins with a feast giving 
thanks for family and friends and 
all the blessings that God has given 
us.  We then enter the season of 
Advent – the season of preparation.  
It is a time when we are a bit more 
cheerful, and a bit friendlier to each 
other.  We spend time sprucing up 
and decorating our homes, writing 
Christmas cards that express our 
best wishes for the Holiday season, 
attending Christmas parties and 
selecting special gifts for our loved 
ones.  All of these things are an 
outward and visible sign of what is 
going on in our hearts and minds – 
a celebration because God will 
enter the world through His Son, 
Jesus Christ, and, once again, bring 
hope into the world.  Finally God 
comes. When He comes it is not 
with power from on high, but born 
of a woman.   
 

The miracle of Christmas is that each 
year we have the chance to welcome 
the Lord Jesus into the world and into 
our hearts.  It’s a chance for a new 
beginning and renewed sense of hope, 
a renewed sense of God at work in our 
lives, a renewed sense of joy.  We 
spend our time in preparation… prepa-
ration in the outward sense doing all 
the things we need to do for our 
Christmas celebrations, but also we 
must prepare our minds and hearts to 
once again receive the Christ child.  
We must, in the busyness of this holi-
day season find some quiet time – time 
to reflect on the meaning of Christmas, 
to pray and meditate on the fact that 
God is entering the world …. Our 
world.  Are we ready?  Are YOU 
ready to receive Christ into your heart?  
This is the time of preparation.  Take 
time to get ready.  Spend time reflect-
ing on your life – where is God?  Or 
maybe the bigger question is where 
ISN’T God?  What aspects of our lives 
have we not allowed the Holy Spirit to 
enter and transform?   

Advent is all about being prepared.  
We know that God is coming.  We 
must take the time to prepare our-
selves – our minds and our hearts – 
for his arrival.  As He did the first 
time He came, Jesus will come into 
our world in unexpected ways – 
ways we might not notice if we 
aren’t paying attention.  If we slow 
down this busy holiday season and 
appreciate what is happening, we 
may just be open to new ways to 
experience the presence of God all 
around us.   God will once again 
enter our hearts and minds, renew 
our faith, and renew our hope for a 
better world and bring us unspeak-
able joy. 
Slow down… take time… experi-
ence God. 
 
God’s peace be upon you, 
Anne+ 
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With November elections completely behind 
us, I am now officially your lame duck senior 
warden.  Unfortunately, on my watch we cre-
ated some spending deficits which St. Mat-
thew’s has not experienced in quite awhile and 
we needed to draw down our surplus to exe-
cute our mission.  I thought I might use this 
opportunity to explain the many challenges and 
issues that we faced during the year which led 
to this situation. 
 

Global warming and energy conservation were 
big concerns for our church, especially when 
multiple components of our air conditioning 
system failed.  Pam Hart, our Junior Warden, 
did an amazing job negotiating with contrac-
tors to solve the short-term problems, as well 
as getting maintenance agreements in place to 
protect us in the long-term. We also recently 
approved a contract for replacement windows, 
since the rotting wood of the existing parish 
windows had created leaks and wasted a lot of 
energy which would otherwise have made the 
winter quite difficult for us. 
 
We had some minor terrorism to deal with ear-
lier this year when someone spray painted graf-
fiti on the wall of our church and tried to set a 
fire.  We asked our Sexton to install new lights 

and repaint the exterior.  If you never 
knew about this, it is because of the 
quick and thorough response carried 
out by our Office of Churchland Se-
curity (Pam Hart, Miriam Turner, and 
Amir Mehr) who also worked with 
the Loudoun Sheriff’s Office and the 
Fire Marshall to ensure this remained 
an isolated incident. 
 

On a more positive note, we all enthu-
siastically supported Rob’s selection 
of a female running mate to work as 
our Assistant Rector. The rumors 
about Anne MacNabb taking the 
youth group moose hunting were not 
completely true, but she did take them 
camping.  The energy and leadership 
she has brought to St. Matt’s is re-
markable in the few short months she 
has been here, and we are very privi-
leged to have her on our ticket. 
 

This year, we sponsored several Mis-
sion Trips which included deploying 
our troops to Africa, as well as Belize, 
Philadelphia, and Mississippi to help 
others beyond our community experi-
ence God’s love.  The news media 

FROM  THE  SENIOR  WARDEN  
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Christmas Service Information 7 
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seldom presents church news in a 
positive light, but the Loudoun Con-
nection newspaper featured a very 
nice article about St. Matthew’s role 
in the world and how our small con-
gregation distinguishes herself from 
other churches by embracing global 
responsibilities.   
Locally, we invested in education, 
with Vacation Bible School being 
one of the best ever this year, and a 
Sunday school curriculum that guar-
antees no child of God’s will ever   
 
(Continued on page 6) 



BUILDING  COMMITTEE   
 Greetings from 
your Building Com-
mittee!  Good news!  
We have selected an 
Architect:  LeMay 
Erickson Willcox 
A r c h i t e c t s  o f 
Reston. 
 
Last spring, with the 
assistance of many 
many people at St. 

Matthew’s, we developed a “wish list” 
of building needs (see our web site to 
view the list).  The committee then 
researched other churches and talked 
with several architects, engineers, and 
builders.  In September, the committee 
sent a request for proposals to four 
architects.  We selected two architects 
to interview, and choose the architect 
who we believed will best meet our 
needs to move forward with a program 
to renovate and expand our building. 
 
LeMay Erickson Willcox Architect 
(LEWA) has been the architect for 
more than 100 churches in Virginia.  
They’ve worked on projects large and 
small, new buildings, renovations, and 
expansions.  They know how churches 
function, and they know church  archi-
tecture.  They will assist us in develop-
ing a master plan for a phased building 
program to best accommodate the 
needs of St. Matthew’s. 
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STEWARDSHIP  
I want to take this opportunity to provide you with an update 
on our 2009 Stewardship Campaign.  During a stewardship 
campaign, each of us is asked to prayerfully consider pledging 
to the local church to support the ministries and mission of that 
local church. 
 
As of the fourth week of the campaign, November 10, 2008, 
Saint Matthew's has received 55 pledges for a total of 
$256,236.  To those that have turned-in a 2009 pledge to Saint 
Matthew's, THANK YOU!  To those who have not yet done 
so, I urge your to seek the Lord's guidance to help determine if 
you should pledge and how much to pledge.  If you are unsure 
how to pledge, please find me and I will be happy to give you a 
pledge card and answer any questions that you might have.   
 

Our goal is to raise $430K.  Last year Saint Matthew's re-
ceived 101 pledges.  If we can just get the same number of 
pledges as last year, we will need another 46 pledges.  If 
those pledges averaged $4K, we would make our goal (thus 
far the average pledge has been $4.8K).   Our 2009 goal is 
well within reach.  If you have not pledged, please consider 
helping us.   
 
Saint Matthew's is a wonderful church and we have a won-
derful congregation.  I am touched by your continued gener-
osity.  I want you to know that it is very much appreciated.   
 
I hope you have a very happy Thanksgiving and I wish you 
the best in your financial life with God,   
Richard Leach 

 Are we on the right track?  After we 
selected LEWA and shared with them 
the blueprints from the construction of 
our existing church building, the archi-
tect’s project manager (Neal Rose-
berry) told us that during college at 
UVA, he went to church in Charlottes-
ville with Eldon Wood, the architect 
for our current building!  Coincidence?  
Maybe.  Maybe not. 
 
In the coming weeks, the parish will 
continue to be invited to participate in 
the planning of the building program.  
For us to be successful in each of three 
building-related efforts—building, 
finance, and missions—we will need 
the prayerful support and time and 
talents of our parishioners.  Please con-
tinue to provide your input through this 
process! 
 
We welcome your time, talents, and 
prayers as we progress on our journey 
of planning and implementing im-
provements to enhance the ministries 
of St. Matthew’s. 
 
For more information, please contact 
any member of your Building Commit-
tee:  John Martin (chair), Bill Aird, 
Merry Breed, Ed Goloway, Richard 
Leach, Joe Listopad, Vicki Nelson, and 
Bob Petersen.  Please also visit the  
website and click Building Committee 
in the left column under “What’s New” 

Here is wazzup with LOL in December: 
 
Friday, December 5, 2008, 6:00 pm - 8:00 
pm at Saint Matthews - Christmas Box 
topping for boxes going to Mountain Mis-
sion School - families welcome 
 
Sunday, December 14 & 21, 2008 - Small 
Groups 
 
Saturday, December 20, 2008 - 8:00 a.m. - 
4:00 p.m. at LINK - Games and crafts for 
kids while parents shop at LINK for 
Christmas presents - look for details in the 
bulletin. 
 
Any questions, ask Vicki Nelson, Pete Hart 
or Anne MacNabb. 

LOL UPDATE  



Holiday Coalition Star Tree  
The Holiday Coalition Star tree will be in the Narthex begin-
ning Sunday, November 23.  The tree will be filled with stars, 
each designating a gift for needy families and individuals in 
Loudoun County.  The goal of the tree is to provide each needy 
child with a new outfit, hat and gloves, and a new toy.  Gifts 
are also collected for needy adults and senior citizens.  Families 
are welcome to “adopt” a family similar to theirs and provide 
gifts for all family members.  Donated gifts must be new and 
unwrapped and can be placed under the tree in the Narthex.  
Deadline for donations is December 7.   
 
LINK Holiday Food Program 
LINK is an organization which assists Herndon, Sterling, and 
Ashburn families in need with food.  The LINK Holiday food 
program serves over 800 families during November and De-
cember.  Set-up for the Thanksgiving food distribution will 
take place November 17-21 at Christ the Redeemer and Trinity 
Presbyterian churches.  Food distribution will be November 
22.  During the week, volunteers are needed to unload and sort 
the food.  On the 22nd, volunteers will assist families with shop-
ping and bagging.  Set up for the Christmas food distribution 
will be December 15-19, with food distribution on December 
20.  To volunteer your time, please see Kenny Thayer or e-mail 
him at kcthayer@verizon.net.   

 
LINK Deliveries  
December is St. Matthew’s month to deliver food to needy 
families in Herndon, Sterling and Ashburn.  Volunteers are 
needed to make 3-5 deliveries on Tuesday through Saturday 
evenings during the month.  Volunteers making deliveries will 
receive a list of their delivery locations along with instructions 
for deliveries the evening before their assigned delivery day.   
If you are available to help one or more evenings during the 
month, please sign up on the LINK delivery sheet located on 
the Outreach bulletin board in the parish hall.   

OUTREACH  
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Reaching Out This Holiday Season  
 With the holidays rapidly approaching, there are several opportunities for St. Matthew’s parishioners 

to “reach out” to needy individuals in our community: 

Virginia Volunteer Farm 
Woodstock, Virginia 

The Virginia Volunteer Farm is a non-profit organization that is affiliated with 
the World Foundation for Children and the Blue Ridge Area Food Bank.  All 
produce raised on the farm is donated to help the hungry in several Virginia 
counties, including Loudoun. 
 
During the spring and summer of 2008, two teams from St.  Matthew’s traveled 
to Woodstock, Virginia to assist with planting and field maintenance at the 
Volunteer Farm.  The farm recently sent out its report card detailing the results 
of the efforts of countless volunteers: 
 
*In 2008, 3161 volunteers donated 12,643 hours at the farm assisting with 
planting, field maintenance, harvesting and office work.  These efforts resulted 
in a harvest that was double the size of 2007 – over 70,090 pounds (35 tons) of 

food were harvested and distributed to 430 food banks, soup kitchens and other similar outlets.  In all, food was provided for people 
in need in 25 Virginia counties, including Loudoun. 
 
Thanks to all who participated in this effort in 2008.  Watch for new farm dates in 2009 as we continue to assist in this ongoing effort 
to meet the needs of hungry people in Virginia.  For more information on the farm, visit www.Volunteerfarm.org. 
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Creation 2009 
What are you doing 
June 24th – 28th in 
2009?  
 

That’s right, you’re 
going to be at 
CreationFest. Don’t 
know what that is? 
Crea t ionFest  (or 
Creation) is a huge, 

four day music festival with two stages of Christian music that 
go from morning to midnight. Along with the music are many, 
many stories that will move you, rock walls and a skate park 
that will exhaust you, and fireworks that will thrill you. 
Somewhere in the middle of that we’ll create some of our own 
memories and try to get a little sleep. This event is focused on 
teens, but the adults who help have always come away changed 
as well. 
 

While this is a long way off, we’re planning now to make sure 
we have the best camping spot, the best sleeping arrangements 
and the best food. So if you’re interested in coming to Creation, 
or helping plan, talk to Tom Leary at (703) 599-8696 or sign up 
in the Parish Hall on the Spiritual Formation board. 

SENIOR  W ARDEN   
(CONTINUED  FROM  P AGE  THREE)  

SPIRITUAL  FORMATION  

get left behind. The Outreach Committee led by Deb Listo-
pad regularly helps feed the hungry in Loudoun County 
through LINK and our very own Kenny Thayer received the 
Loudoun Volunteer Services 2008 Outstanding Adult Volun-
teer Award.  The ESL (English Second Language) classes 
continue to be an extremely important way that we help the 
Hispanic community of Sterling along with the Ministerio 
Cristiano Vida Nueva which meets regularly now on Fridays 
and Saturdays.  The first weekend in December, we will be 
driving to Grundy, Virginia to deliver over 200 shoeboxes 

hand-wrapped and filled by our parishioners with gifts for the Mis-
sion Mountain School students who might otherwise have no pre-
sents to open on Christmas morning.   
 
Perhaps we have erred on the side of being too generous this year as 
we worked hard to “spread the love around” so others might know 
the power of our Lord Jesus Christ. On the other hand, with Christ-
mas fast approaching, maybe that’s right where we want to be. 

GOOD  SEARCH  
Did you know there is a painless way to raise money for Saint Matthew's?  It is called Goodsearch.  Saint Matthew's will receive 
funds if you use Goodsearch in two ways: 
 

(1) As a search engine - Saint Matthews receives one penny for each internet search you make 
(2) For on-line purchases - if you make on-line purchases through Goodsearch, Saint Matthew's will receive a percentage of your 
purchase from the Goodsearch vendors 
 

Using Goodsearch is easy.   
(A) You can find it at www.goodsearch.com   
(B) After arriving at the home page - where it asks you to "enter your charity here ..." - type "st matthews" (no period and no apostro-
phe) and hit "Verify" 
(C) Scroll down the list of names until you find "St Matthews Episcopal Church (Sterling, VA)" and click on it. 
(D) Then search away or purchase away (the vendors are shown under "Goodshop") Vendors include Amazon, Target, Wal-Mart, 
and many other common online retailers. 
 

Please give it a try.  It will not cost you anything while bringing some needed revenue to Saint Matthew's so we can continue our 
mission to know and share God’s love. 

Memorial for Maysie Floyd 
For many years, our St. Matthew's family was blessed by May-
sie Floyd.  Faithfully and cheerfully she volunteered countless 
hours in quiet, behind-the-scenes ministries.  If something 
needed doing, and if she could do it, Maysie would!  From 
folding bulletins to inscribing Baptismal certificates, from 
sending birthday cards to visiting hospitalized parishioners, 
from maintaining our church records, to tellering on Sunday 
mornings—Maysie did it!  And if she suspected you were hav-
ing a difficult time, or if she missed your presence at church, 
she'd send you a note to say, "I'm thinking of you."  Quietly 
and unassumingly, yet faithfully and lovingly, Maysie served 
her St. Matthew's friends and family.  And her St. Matthew's 
friends and family would now like to tell her: 
 

"Maysie, we just want to let you know that we're thinking of 
you." 
 
We invite you to contribute toward a St. Matthew's Memorial 
for Maysie, which we hope to dedicate in the spring, on the 
first anniversary of her death.  We hope to dedicate an item for 
the altar and a statute of St. Francis of Assisi to be placed in the 
rear garden of the church, facing her home.  Please note 
"Memorial for Maysie" on your check, and place it in the offer-
ing plate or mail it to the church office.  Thank you. 
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CC HRISTMASHRISTMAS   GG REENSREENS   ANDAND   FF LOWERSLOWERS   
 

Once again it is time to plan for the greens and flowers that are used to beautify Saint Matthew’s for the Christmas sea-

son. If you are interested in making a dedication or donation, please fill out the form below and enclose it with a check 

made payable to Saint Matthew’s (with “Flowers” written in the memorandum or “For” section of your check). Dona-

tions are gratefully accepted for any amount. 

 

Your name:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

My dedication should say:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you prefer, or if you have questions about making a dedication, you can call Martha Olson at 703-406-3515. 

� Cut here and return the form below to the church office 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT  
SAINT MATTHEW’S 

 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 + CHRISTMAS EVE 

Family Service — 4:00 p.m. 
Christmas Pageant & Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 
Classic Christmas Service — 7:00 p.m. 

Traditional Eucharist with Choir, Rite II 
 

Festival Service — 9:00 p.m. 
Contemporary Eucharist with Full Band, Rite II 

 
Candlelight Service — 11:00 p.m. 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25 + CHRISTMAS DAY 

Holy Eucharist, Rite I — 10:00 a.m. 
(no music) 



SAINT MATTHEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH • CAMERON PARISH 
The Reverend C. Rob Merola • Rector 

The Reverend Anne MacNabb • Assistant Rector 
201 East Frederick Drive • Sterling VA 20164-2387 

Telephone: 703-430-2121 • Fax: 703-430-2638 
Saturday Service Time: 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday Service Times: 8:00 a.m. • 9:15 a.m. • 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery provided at all Sunday services 

~ 
E-mail: officemanager@stMatthewssterling.org 

Internet: http://www.stMatthewssterling.org 
~ 

Please note: deadline for submission to this newsletter is the first Friday of each month. 
Content may be submitted in hardcopy to the newsletter mailbox in the church office, 

or content may be sent by e-mail to newsletter@stMatthew’ssterling.org. 
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