
Dear Friends, 

Perhaps you remember the Gospel from a few weeks back.  In it, Jesus asks Peter three times, “Do you love me?”  

Peter replies, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”  And then Jesus says, “Feed my sheep.” 

We believe those two things always go together.  If we love Jesus, then we, too, will feed his sheep.   In other 

words, one of the chief ways we show our love for Jesus is by loving the people around us.  They are the designated 

recipients of the care we have for our Lord.  That’s why Jesus also says, “When you feed, clothe, visit, or help one of 

the least of these, you are feeding, clothing, visiting, or helping me.” 

We live in a county with hundreds of thousands of people around us.  Every week hundreds of them show up at 

one of our five services.  It is our responsibility, as followers of Jesus, to feed them; to help them grow spiritually, 

and to help them work through whatever problems they might be having.   

There is not a week that goes by where we don’t talk with people struggling with some major life crisis.   

Whether it is family problems, addictions, depression, loneliness, lack of direction or purpose, feelings of guilt and 

shame, or questions about the future, they come to us needing to be fed, and it is our great privilege to do so. 

Our Making Space to Share campaign is one of the ways we believe Jesus is asking us to “Feed my sheep.”  And 

remember, this is a spiritual growth campaign, not just a building program.  What we are building is the church—

us!—not just our physical plant.  As we both increase our facilities and the ministry we offer in them, we will be 

better able to offer care for people we are unable to care for now, and to better care for the many people who are 

already coming.  That’s exciting! 

As you read this newsletter, we hope you will continue to prayerfully reflect on the essential part you will play in 

Making Space to Share.  I hope you will stand in the long tradition of people who have said, “Yes Lord, we love you,” 

and so have answered Jesus’ call to “feed my sheep.” 

Warmly in our Lord, 

Rob+ and Anne+ 

 

Will You Care For God’s Sheep? 

Southwest Elevation Perspective 

Making Space to Share 

May 13, 2010 



Page 2 Making Space to Share 

Q:  What’s the size of the addition? 

A:  The expansion of the parish hall will add 
approximately 4,822 of new square 
footage to our existing parish hall facility.   

 

Q:  How will the new space be utilized? 

A:  There will be space for our choir to 
practice, classrooms for teaching, a new 
kitchen which will feed more people, and 
added office space for our Assistant 
Rector, Anne. Our larger parish hall will 
be  used for fellowship and other 
community events. 

 

Q:  I have a young family with several 

children and we are already 

struggling to make ends meet.  I 

want to be a part of expanding St. 

Matthew’s. How can I give? 

A:  First, let me commend you for your 

heart’s desire to give.  It reminds me of 

the poor widow Jesus honored for her 

faith in giving in Mark 12:41-44. 

 From the widow’s  moving example of 

sacrifice, Jesus taught three important 

truths: 

• Your attitude is more important than 

your amount in giving. 

• It is always possible to give something 
IF we really trust God. 

• God measures our faith by comparing 

what we’ve given with what we have 

left over after we’ve given. 
 

 This is why our focus is on Equal 

Sacrifice, Not Equal Gifts. As you 

pray about what a genuine “sacrifice “ 

will mean to you, I urge you to read the 

Bible story of the miracle that 

happened when another parent gave 

away what little she had (1 Kings 17:8-

16). God took care of her the rest of her 

life. And God is still doing miracles today 

in the lives of those who dare to trust 

him! 

Giving That Pleases God 

and Causes Me to Grow 

Questions and Answers 

 

Our Making Space to Share campaign is 

the greatest spiritual test that God has given 

to many of us. It will test our faith ...our 

hope ...and our love. Many have asked “How 

do I decide what God wants me to give?” 

 

 

Five Questions To Ask Myself 

1. Does this amount really stretch my faith?  

In my experience, God wants us to do more than simply give what 

we can afford.  Living by faith means going beyond what we can do 

by ourselves and trusting God to provide in ways that at first didn’t 

even seem possible.  In so doing, we grow in our faith and learn in 

the very depths of our being that we can indeed trust God. 

 

2. Does it show I value being helpful to people more than I value 

material things on earth?   

We all know the old saying that "actions speak louder than words."  

What we do with our money is one of the clearest expressions of 

what our deepest values really are. 

 

3. Does it demonstrate how much I love Christ and how 

important God is to me?   

There are a variety of ways we show our love for our Lord. Much 

as the gift a husband gives his wife is an expression of his love 

for  her, giving in support of God's work on earth is one of the ways 

we express our love for him. 

 

4. Does this amount represent a genuine sacrifice? 

Obviously, we can’t all give equal amounts, but all of us can make a 

genuine sacrifice to God.  I love the words of King David when he 

says,  “I will not sacrifice to my God an offering that costs me 

nothing!"  (2  Sam. 24:24.)  That’s why David was described as a 

man with such a big, big heart. 

 

5. Does this amount express the level of thanksgiving I have for 

how Saint Matthew’s has blessed my life and family? 

 

If you’ll sincerely ask these questions, you’ll be able to arrive at a 

specific amount  to give. The amount will almost always be larger 

than the first number that popped into your mind since it will be a 

step of faith. 

Honor God with every-

thing you own; give him 

the first and the best. 

Your barns will burst, 

and your wine vats will 

brim over. 

~Proverbs 3:9-10 

The Message 



The Making Space to Share Commitment Offering we give on June 6th will be both a cash offering and a commitment to give over 
the next 36 months.  Obviously, the more we are able to give in cash up front, the sooner we will be able to build. 

 

At first thought, most people do not think they have much cash laying around to give.  But with a little creativity... and by taking 
advantage of the four weeks we have until the offering ... each of us can probably come up with a sizable cash gift. And together it 
will all add up. 

 

 Here are some creative ways that people in our Saint Matthew’s family are already using and suggest you try: 

 1. Eliminate all eating out for the next month. Save that cash to be added to your offering. 

 2. Hold a garage sale. You probably have a garage or closet full of unused items that could be converted into 
cash.   

 3. Sell unused items on Craigslist or eBay. 

 4. Have everyone in your family locate the spare change in your house and begin collecting it all in one giant 
piggy bank. Our Sunday School classes are all collecting change for Making Space to Share each Sunday 
through June 6th. 

 5. Postpone a major purchase for a few more months in order to give more. 

 6. Make crafts and sell them to raise additional cash for the offering. 

 7. Pack your lunch. 

 8. Skip specialty coffee and brew at home. 

 9. Skip a movie night for a game night at home. 

 10. Eat simply. Try oatmeal instead of cereal or fast a few meals. 

 11. Downgrade your cable and phone packages. 

 12. Use the library for free movies and books. 

 13. Give stock dividends, stock, bonds, or tax refunds. Please contact Miriam in the church office for more 
information on how to give a gift of this nature. 

 

 Basically, there are two main approaches to finding more cash to give: 

• Look for ways to reduce your expenses.  

• Look for ways to increase your income.  By using a combination of these two during the next 
month, you’ll be able to give far more cash than you thought. Be creative!   

  

Discovering Creative Ways 

To Increase My Cash Gift  

Page 3  

Tell those rich in this world's wealth to quit being so full of themselves and so 

obsessed with money, which is here today and gone tomorrow. Tell them to go after 

God, who piles on all the riches we could ever manage—to do good, to be rich in 

helping others, to be extravagantly generous. If they do that, they'll build a treasury 

that will last, gaining life that is truly life.  

~1 Timothy 6:17-19 (The Message) 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Commitment Sunday 
  June 6th               

 

On Sunday, June 6th, we are asking you to bring both your commitment card and your cash gift in an envelope and place it in 

the offering that day.   We believe this is going to be an absolutely incredible day in the life of our church—one that you will not 

want to miss!   If you can’t be there on Sunday, June 6th, please mail your commitment card and initial cash offering before that 

weekend so it can be included in the celebration giving.  

We also invite you to Thanksgiving Sunday on June 13th where we will celebrate the commitments and offerings given on 

June 6th. Join us for this day of celebration and thanksgiving, as we announce the results of the campaign and enjoy fellowship 

and special thanksgiving treats in the parish hall! 


