
Dear St. Matthew’s family, 
 

As you know, we have officially kicked off our Making Space to Share campaign.  We hope 
by now you have picked up your green Making Space to Share folder which contains the 
information about our plans.  If you haven’t, please pick one up on Sunday morning or stop by 
the church during office hours to get yours. We also hope you have begun using the Family 
Devotional Guide that is included in you folder.  That devotional, and your prayers, are the most 
important aspect of our planning for our future.  As we grow and expand our space, it is our 
expectation that we will grow in our faith and trust in our Lord. 

This special edition of our newsletter is designed to give your further information about our 
Making Space to Share campaign.  You will also receive two additional special edition 
newsletters in the coming weeks.  Our goal is to help you discern God’s will for you in how you 
can best participate in this campaign.  Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
call us, or any member of the Vestry, Building or Capital Campaign committees.  In addition if 
you would like a personal visit to discuss your contribution, we would be happy to accommodate 
you. 

Please mark your calendar for June 6, Commitment Sunday, when we will have a special 
collection of pledge cards and take our first offering for the building expansion.  We cannot 
thank you enough for your willingness to participate in this program – after all, we need you, and 
every family, to participate (both in prayer and in financial support) in order for our plans to be 
successful. 

Faithfully, 

Rob+ and Anne+ 

Making Space to Share Campaign Takes Off 

Church isn’t where you 

meet. Church isn’t a 

building. Church is what 

you do. Church is who you 

are. Church is the human 

outworking of the person 

of Jesus Christ. Let’s not 

go to Church, let’s be the 

Church. 

~Bridget Willard 
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WHAT WE WON’T DO IN THIS 
CAMPAIGN 

 

1. We will not pressure anyone to give. 

Each one should give what he has 
decided in his heart to give, not  
reluctantly or under pressure, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 2 Cor. 9:7 

2. We will not mix giving with personal 
promotions. 

(“Sell my product to the church & I’ll 
tithe”) 

3. We will not sell junk. 

David: “I will not sacrifice an offering 
that costs me nothing.” 1 Chron.21:26 

 

WHAT WE WILL DO- WITHOUT 
APOLOGY 

 

1. We will show how everyone can give 
something. 

It is a myth that some people can’t give 
anything. Mark 12:43 

There are many ways to give- if one is 
willing to give. Even those with no 
cash can make a commitment to give. 

 

2. We will ask people to sacrifice. 

You cannot become like Christ without 
learning to sacrifice, and certainly the 
Body of Christ is worth sacrificing for. 

 

3. We will be grateful to be a part of 
what God is doing in our church. 

Why Build? Campaign  
Values 
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“God calls us in ministry to do what only he can do and gives us what we do not 

have so we can do it.” – Armin Gesswein 

 

We build not for the sake of ego, nor to “upscale” in an upscale area; we do it so we 
will have the ability to love and serve people.  We believe that we have come to the 
place where our love for God and our love for people demands that we step out in 
faith and make the sacrifices necessary to renovate and expand our building space.  
It is from the use of this space that we can bring more people to know and love 
Christ. 
 

Some specific reasons to build: 
 

Improve the Lives of People – 
Writing in the Book of Ephe-
sians, the Apostle Paul says that 
God can “do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine, ac-

cording to his power that is at 

work within us.”  Nowhere is 
this truer than in our buildings! 

 

Sustain Future Growth – We are able to do much with our existing build-
ings; however, if we want to continue to reach out to those beyond our 
church, and if we want to expand our current ministries or offer new ones, 
we have to renovate and build. 

 

Bring More People to Christ – Our Sunday attendance is tremendous, and 
our program space is often full to overflowing every day of the week.  Our 
goal is to welcome everyone and not turn away anyone due to space con-
straints.  We will accomplish this goal by first expanding program space 
(Phase 1) and then expanding the sanctuary (Phase 2). 

 

A Place for You and Your Family – Our Sunday school classes have over 
60 children.  To accommodate all the children, we use available space 
wherever we can find it.  Our new building will include a larger Parish 
Hall and six classrooms! 

 

Space for Community and Outreach – The amount of ministry that goes 
on at our church is truly the work of God, and St. Matthew’s is blessed 
with wonderful volunteers.  Activities abound throughout the week.  All of 
the activities use the small spaces provided by the main building and our 
classrooms on the hill.  With our planned expansion, many of these pro-
grams, and more, can take place under one roof. 

 

Space for Peace – By expanding the walls of St. Matthew’s, we can offer 
more space for prayer, reflection, and the peace of knowing and loving 
God. 

The God of heaven 
will give us success.  
We his servants will 
start rebuilding. 
~Neh 2:20 (NIV) 



Q: Why are we having this five week Making Space to Share Campaign? Why not just announce that we need funds to 
build? 

A: Because it takes this much time and effort to fully communicate the need... the purpose... the goals ... and the vision to everyone 
in our church. With over 400 families, it requires an enormous amount of communication to insure that everyone knows exactly 
what is going on.  

 

Q: How will the money we raise be used? 

A: The building fund is kept separate from the general ministry funds. All Making Space to Share gifts will be used to pay the 
expenses of building facilities. It is important to remember that our Making Space to Share gifts are to be in addition to our 
regular giving for the on-going operation of the church. Otherwise our day-to-day ministries would suffer. 

 

Q: What about money that has been already given to our building fund? 

A: It is being used for architectural designs and site design, as well as permits with Loudoun County. 

 

Q: When will the expansion begin? 

A: We hope to begin the expansion in the fall of 2010. This will depend on a number of factors including the approval of our site 
plan, building and construction permits, and our ability to obtain a construction loan. 

 

Q: Will we have to meet at an alternate location during construction? 

A: No. We specifically hired Sully Construction because they presented us with a plan that allows us to stay on site during 
construction. That doesn’t mean we won’t have some changes during construction, but we hope for the inconveniences to be 
minimal. 

 

Q: When should I begin writing checks to fulfill my commitment to the Making Space to Share campaign? Do I need to write  
individual checks: one for my regular contribution and one for my Making Space to Share commitment? 

A: Pledges to the Making Space to Share campaign may be submitted at any time. However, we would like to receive the first 
payment along with your commitment card on Commitment Sunday - June 6, 2010. You only need to write one check, but please 
designate in the memo line which portion should be allocated to which fund.  Feel free to abbreviate: $xxx - Regular, $xxx 
MS2S.  

 

Q: If I have other questions, whom should I ask? 

A: Depending upon your question, there are a variety of people that may able to answer your question(s).  Here is a list of some of 
our key contacts: 

John Martin – Building Chairperson    Zach Kates – Building Co-Chairperson 

John.martin@kimley-horn.com    ZKates@ThorntonTomasetti.com 

703-855-3611      703-450-0793 

Contact either John or Zach with questions on the building or design. 

 

Richard Leach – Finance Committee Chairperson  Miriam Turner - Office Manager and Treasurer 

RPLeach1226@aol.com    OfficeManager@stmatthewssterling.org 

703-421-6310      703-430-2121 or 703-430-6253 

Contact Richard or Miriam with financial questions. 

Your Questions Answered 
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Commitment Sunday 
June 6th 

 

On Sunday, June 6th, we are asking you to bring both your commitment card and your cash gift in an envelope and place it in the 
offering that day.   We believe this is going to be an absolutely incredible day in the life of our church—one that you will not want to 
miss!   If you can’t be there on Sunday, June 6th, please mail your commitment card and initial cash offering before that weekend so 
it can be included in the celebration giving.  

We believe in Equal Sacrifice, Not Equal Gifts.  While we all cannot give the same amount - we CAN give an amount that represents 
a real sacrifice for each of us.  That amount will be a personal matter between you and God.  Please understand - every gift and 
commitment, regardless of the amount, is important.  The attitude with which we give is far more important than the amount. 


